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Mpur language 


Mpur (also known as Amberbaken, Kebar, Ekware, and 
Dekwambre), is a language isolate spoken in and around Mpur 



Head Peninsula, New Guinea. It is not closely related to any 
other language, and though Ross (2005) tentatively assigned it to 
the West Papuan languages, based on similarities in pronouns, 
Palmer (2018), Ethnologue, and Glottolog list it as a language 
isolateJ 3 ^ 2 ] 
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Coordinates: 0.75°S 133.17°E 
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Vowels 

Mpur has five vowels: /a, e, i, o, u/.^ 


Tones 

Mpur has a complex tonal system with 4 lexical tones and an additional contour tone, a compound of two of 
the lexical tones. Its tonal system is somewhat similar to the nearby Austronesian languages of Mor and 
Ma'ya.M^ The neighboring language isolate Abun is also tonalJ 6 ^ 

Mpur has four lexical tones. There is also a fifth complex contour tone formed as a phonetic compound of 
two lexical tones. An example minimal set is given below. ^ 

■ be ‘but’ (high tone) 

■ be ‘in’ (mid tone) 

■ be ‘fruit’ (low tone) 
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■ Materials on Karnai are included in the open access collections AC1 (http://catalog.paradisec.o 
rg.au/collections/ACl) and CVL1 (http://catalog.paradisec.org.au/collections/CLVl) held by 
Paradisec. 

■ Audio and video recording are also available at the DoBeS archive (https://archive.mpi.nl/islan 
dora/object/lat%3A1839_00_0000_0000_001A_D8EE_3). 
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